Opening Speech for Defence.
Sir H. CnrtU Bennett
they have been given quite the full symptoms of this lady's life
from 1915 2 Do you think if they knew as much as you do about
her medical history they would not have come to the conclusion
that the multiple neuritis was something which she was suffering
from for a number of years?
But now we come to the last fatal period, and the evidence
upon the questions of symptoms practically depends upon Nurse
Allen's evidence—Dr. Hincks's, of course, from time to time.
Nurse Allen says that Mrs. Armstrong went to bed on 13th Feb-
ruary, and never got up again. She is absolutely wrong, because
I am going to call before you not only, of course, Major Armstrong.,
but a lady who has no interest in this case whatever, Mrs. Price,
who is the wife of the bank manager at Hay, and she will tell you
—and will tell you why she fixes it—that on the afternoon of 14th
February, Valentine's Day, she sat with Mrs. Armstrong when Mrs.
Armstrong was out in the porch. You remember the evidence of
Miss Pearce about it. Mrs. Price will be called, and she will tell
you that she was there for about three-quarters of an hour, and
will tell you how she fixes the day. That corroborates what Miss.
Pearce has said, the lady who was treated as a hostile witness,
hostile to the prosecution. She says on the 14th of February
Mrs. Armstrong was out of doors seated in the garden. But
Nurse Allen, upon whom these doctors have to rely chiefly for
their symptoms, her recollection is that Mrs. Armstrong went to
bed on the 13th, and never got up again. Do not think I am
attacking Nurse Allen, do not let anybody think I am suggesting
she is committing perjury, I am doing nothing of the sort. I am
saying that her evidence is unreliable, not because she is dishonest,
but because, as she said herself, I have had a great number of
cases since then, I have got no notes. She is wrong when she says
that Mrs. Armstrong was in bed from the 13th of February
onwards. Then she goes on to say this, cc On the 17th, the Thurs-
day, Mrs. Armstrong became worse, and the doctor was telephoned
for." She is wrong again. Wherever you can test her she is
wrong. You remember that with regard to this date I asked Dr.
Hincks whether he could produce his attendance book. He proved
conclusively that it was the 16th that he was telephoned for at
the instigation of Major Armstrong—the second instance where
Nurse Allen's memory is at fault. Then we come to the all-
important time about which we have heard so much. Nurse Allen
says, and upon this a great deal of the evidence of Sir William
Willcox isjbased, that during the last two days she suffered from
violent diarrhoea. That is Nurse Allen's evidence. You can
only test a person's evidence by what happens to be given you to
test it with. Here you get one of the best examples of a testing
of the witness's evidence, because you get Nurse Allen saying, for
the last two days diarrhoea—and, fortunately, Nurse Lloyd took
over her duty for ten hours. We cannot test Nurse Allen's evi-
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